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REPRODUCIBLE

Figure 4.16: Ten Traits of Highly Successful Students

Trait Definition Example Nonexample

Responsibility Being accountable for my 
behavior

Doing all of my assignments to 
the very best of my ability

Doing an assignment only when 
I feel like it or when it’s an easy 
assignment

Perseverance Continuing to work at a 
problem or an assignment in 
spite of difficulties or obstacles

Trying harder, asking someone 
for help, or doing something 
again even though I feel like 
quitting

Giving up on my work if it gets 
difficult

Dependability Being trustworthy, doing what I 
say I will do

Turning in all of my assignments 
so that I have no zeros in my 
teacher’s gradebook

Forgetting assignments, losing 
assignments I have already 
done, and not being a student 
the teacher can count on

Diligence Careful and persistent work Always doing my very best work 
and never being lazy or careless 
in the work I do

Not working hard on 
schoolwork because I would 
rather play games, watch TV, or 
talk to friends on my phone

Motivation A willingness to do something Always being willing to try 
something new

Being negative and 
uncooperative when the 
teacher suggests a new project 
or assignment

Orderliness Neatness in my appearance, 
in my desk or locker, and in my 
assignments

Making sure that my shirt is 
tucked in, my locker is neat, and 
my assignments always look 
good

Looking sloppy, having a messy 
desk and locker, and turning in 
papers with erasures, misspelled 
words, or without my name, 
date, and homeroom written at 
the top right

Self-Control Doing something even when I 
do not feel like it or not doing 
something that I know I should 
not be doing

Taking charge of my own 
behavior, work products, and 
attitudes, even if I don’t always 
feel like it

Doing what I want to, regardless 
of the rules or expectations

Punctuality Being on time for school and 
with my assignments

Always showing up on time with 
all of my work completed to the 
best of my ability

Showing up late a lot of the 
time and failing to get work 
done on time

Attentiveness Paying attention Always sitting straight with my 
feet on the floor, my hands to 
myself, and my eyes on the 
teacher so I can know exactly 
what he or she is saying

Distracting the teacher, 
distracting myself, and 
interfering with other students’ 
opportunities to learn

Enthusiasm Positive feeling of excitement 
about learning

Having a positive attitude about 
things even if they don’t always 
go my way

Being negative and 
complaining about everything
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